Pigmentary disturbances have long been regarded as skin manifestations sometimes seen in rheumatoid arthritis (Barber, 1938; Copeman, 1948) . All rheumatologists may be familiar with the typical dermal sign in rheumatoid arthritis-dark discoloration of the dorsal skin of the finger joints. Lucherini and Cervini (1961) make special mention of this sign, using the name "melanosi del dorso delle dita".
In this paper I shall try to describe our experience of the clinical significance of this sign as I have not succeeded in finding reports of a similar kind in the literature.
Material
The series consists of 162 consecutive patients (124 women, 38 men) with rheumatoid arthritis seen in the Out-patients' Department for Rheumatoid Diseases in Turku. All these patients have been personally followed by the author, most of them for many years, and it has been possible to observe the clinical activity and course of disease and the response to therapy (gold, antimalarials, physical therapy).
Results
Most of the results are given in the Table (opposite). Dark discoloration of the dorsal skin of the finger joints was seen in 11*7 per cent. in this series of consecutive patients with rheumatoid arthritis (Figure) .
No significant difference was observed between females (frequency 10-5 per cent.) and males (frequency 15-8 per cent.), but the sign was noted among the patients with high clinical activity and poor therapeutic response much more frequently than expected (P <0X01). Among the patients with an erythrocyte sedimentation rate <40 mm./hr, the sign was less frequent than expected at the 5 per cent. confidence level.
I have sometimes seen this sign in patients with disseminated lupus erythematosus if arthritic changes are present in the finger joints, and also sometimes in patients with scleroderma or Raynaud's syndrome, but never in connexion with any other diseases.
As formed, the pathogenesis of the sign cannot be discussed.
Summary
(1) Dark discoloration of the dorsal skin of the finger joints was seen in 11-7 per cent. of 162 consecutive patients with rheumatoid arthritis.
(2) High clinical activity and poor therapeutic response were characteristics of the patients with this sign. Coloration plus foncee de la peau dorsale des articulations des doigts: un mauvais signe pronostique dans l'arthrite rhumatismale RESUME (1) Une coloration plus foncee de la peau dorsale des articulations des doigts fut observee dans 11,7 % des 162 malades consecutifs atteints d'arthrite rhumatismale.
(2) Des poussees morbides prononcees et peu de succes therapeutique caracterisaient les malades presentant ce signe. Obscurecimiento de la piel dorsal de las articulaciones de los dedos: signo pron6stico desfavorable en la artritis reumatoide SUMARIO (1) Un obscurecimiento de la piel dorsal de las articulaciones de los dedos fu6 observado en un 11,7 % de 162 enfermos consecutivos con artritis reumatoide.
(2) Un proceso m6rbido pronunciado y poca respuesta terapeutica caracterizaron los enfermos con este signo. 
